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What the Heck?

John Heckathorn

Fashionistas descend on E&O Trading

No Accounting For Taste: Evangeline Lilly and Dominic Monaghan from "Lost" were there. As were Al
Masini and wife Charlyn, actor/arts promoter Andrew Meader and wife Arlette. But the real stars of last
weekend's Iona Dance Theatre benefit, "Shake Your Buddha," were the company's avant-garde dancers, in
their make-you-look-twice costumes, with headdresses from peacock feathers to toilet paper rolls.

Not to be outdone, guests sported spangles, polka dots and light-up glasses. They danced on the tables, up
on the booths, even on the dance floor. The party took over all of E&O Trading Company. Sand, bags of it,
turned the private dining room into a Zen garden. There shirtless young men massaged the guests' tired
feet, washing them in rose petal water.

Quite a night. Dean Ueda, management accounting analyst for HECO, recently joined the Iona board. "My
first experience," he said. "Accountants usually don't get to see stuff like this."

Generation Gap: Lured in by jazz trio Melogic, novelist Lee Siegel paid his first visit to Hotel Street's Next
Door. "The crowd looks young here," he said. "In fact, this is the first time I ever wanted to card a bartender
before I let him sell me a drink."

Sax for Hire: A tenor sax rendition of "When I Fall in Love" begins and ends George Clooney's new film,
"Good Night, and Good Luck." It's played by Honolulu Symphony Pops' Matt Catingub. "I hadn't played a
tenor sax for years and years," says Catingub. "But a tenor was what George wanted. So I didn't tell him, I
just went out and bought one."

Divas: Gathered at Alan Wong's last Thursday were the Dining Divas, a group of 13 stylish Honolulu
women organized by wedding planner Beth Bowlen Harbottle. Monthly, the group meets to critique
restaurants.

Not to say the Divas are hard to please, but for the Wong's dinner, Diva Ann Grune got Tom Leonardini,
owner of Napa's Whitehall Lane winery, to come pour his top-of-the-line cabernet. Executive chef Lance
Kosaka flew in duck from New York. He better -- his sister is Diva Melanie Kosaka. Wine director Mark
Shishido went out and ordered an extra five dozen Riedel crystal wine glasses.




